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Retrospect      In most of the higher educational institutions
(a)  Universities   of England, including the universities and the
secondary schools, great stress is laid upon
thorough and impartial examination as a condition of obtaining
any certificate or diploma or degree. It is probably true to say
that whereas in other countries, including the United States,
regular attendance at the course of study is reckoned at least as
important as, or even more important than, any examination
test, in England the contrary is the case. To some extent
opinion and practice have become somewhat softened and
modified here and there, but not to a great extent. The causes
of this strict and conservative estimate of examinations lie, of
course, in the history of England's educational system. In the
early years of the nineteenth century written examinations
began to take the place of oral "disputations" at Oxford and
Cambridge. As time went on, and as the qualification for a
degree became more than a question of mere residence,
examinations became more and more important. Then came
the University of London, which in 1858 threw open its
examinations, except in medicine and surgery, to all comers,
irrespective of the place and mode of education, and thus
effected a complete severance between the teaching and the
examining functions. The still younger university institutions
began by submitting to the examinations of the University of
London, but one by one they have become independent univer-
sities with their own examinations, thus restoring the connec-
tion between teaching and examining, but still retaining strict exa-
mination as a condition of the award of degrees and certificates.
(b) Secondary schools   Until  the  opening of the twentieth
century England had no real system of
secondary education, subsidized and supervised by the state,
but relied upon her old endowed schools, the education in
which had fallen upon evil times in the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries. A little past the middle of the nineteenth
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